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Excerpt: . CHAPTER III The Wish Structure Of The Fairy Tale.
Fairy Tales As Wish Structures There are countless fairy tales
which when submitted to analysis and taken as a whole are
found to represent the most splendid wish structures.
Innumerable fairy tales, as well as myths and legends, tell us
about magic gifts, objects and qualities, which the human
wish-phantasy has created. In the Bekenntnissen einer schonen
Seele (Goethe, Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre, Book VI) this
conception of the fairy tales is very beautifully presented: What
would I not have given to possess a creature that played a very
important role in one of my aunt s fairy tales. It was a little
lamb that had come to a peasant maid in the woods and had
been fed; but in this pretty little animal there was an enchanted
prince, who finally appeared again as a...
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