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illustrated. 1858 Excerpt: . . . the most comprehensive sense of that noble relation. Dear Nelly, youll not care for
these speculations when you are longing to hear of your husband; but you will forgive them, knowing I have
always been addicted to what Shakspeare courteously calls maiden meditation. I am coming to you on
Saturday, with Franks last words and kisses for you and the children. He went oF, cheered by a promise I made
(and will explain to you), thatl will put my shoulder to your obstructed wheel. When I returned from the ship to
my own room at home, where I have not been since I first went to poor Augusta, I found on my table the
trinkets which I leG on that memorable evening scattered over the drawing-room carpet. They were enclosed in
a box, sealed and directed with Mrs. Herberts pedantic nicety, and on the box was lying a note from that lady,
which being characteristic, I copy for your edification: --My dearest Grace, you are quite safe with Anne and me;
neither facts nor surmises shall transpire. I shall, -on this tryiv1g occasion, as I have ever endeavored, act the
part of a mother by you. H. C. has been here more than once, and, I am happy to say, exhibits no unpleasant
feeling. He has made no allusion to that evening. It was awkward, and he is ever taciturn, and we must allow for
little peculiarities. Mrs. Talliss sending those trinkets to you at such...
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