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consolidation, the committee expects the NIH to retain a separate, distinct focus on environmental health
factors as they potentially relate to autism spectrum disorder. In addition, beyond the authorization of
appropriations, the com-mittee further clarifies that NIH can use up to 5 percent of the grant amounts for
administrative and other expenses. Although the committee understands the need for the NIH to have such
taps, the committee is concerned about those taps being too high and divert-ing scarce resources to
administrative expenses. In an effort to clarify the committees intent that these provisions do indeed sunset at
the end of the authorization period, the com-mittee has provided specific sunset language. In providing this
lan-guage, the committee intends to reauthorize this critical law within the timeframe specified to ensure that
the committee provides ap-propriate oversight of these issues. Except for the provisions related to biomedical
research at the NIH, the committee does not separate autism spectrum disorder from other developmental
disabilities because the committee recog-nizes how necessary it is to continue to provide such services and
epidemiological research in a comprehensive manner. However, given how little is known about ASD in
biomedical research, the committee consciously decided to focus solely on ASD in that par-ticular context. The
committee appreciates the work that the director of the Cen-ters for Disease Control and Prevention ( CDC) has
already done in implementing the provisions of section 1 of the Childrens Health Act of 2000. Recognizing that,
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