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temperature, and chemical usage. Most catfish produced are of an unknown breed, although the USDA: APHIS:
National Animal Health Catfish require a diet containing 28 to 30 percent Monitoring System ( NAHMS ) 2003
Catfish study protein in the growout phase. Fry require a diet with reported that 40 percent of respondents stock
at higher protein content. In the United States, this pro-least some branded fingerlings. Additionally, the tein
requirement is met largely with vegetable-based USDA Agriculture Research Service ( ARS ) released an
proteins, principally soybean meal. Fishmeal and fish improved strain of brood fish in 2001. oil account for an
average of 2 percent of catfish diets. Although that percentage is declining, fishmeal is still Traditionally, catfish
producers have maintained grow-an important component in the diets of fry. Worldwide, out ponds with fish of
varying ages, enabling them to however, less than 1 percent of all fishmeal is fed to harvest fish year-round. In
this manner, ponds were catfish. Meat and bone meal, blood meal, and poultry kept in production continuously
for a number of years meal are sometimes used in catfish diets. with a high stocking density. Catfish production
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