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of 1850 to the McKinley-Bryan Campaign of 1896, Vol. 7 of 8 Grant needed all the glory he could get out of the
Treaty of Washington and the Geneva arbitration to atone for the faults of his first administration. Going into
office with almost universal acclaim and respect he had so lost ground that in less than two years it could be
said of him with the assent of man of the best men of his party: The wreck of General Grant s fame is a national
misfortune. That fame was a national possession, and it was the best people of the country, those whom he is
now repudiating or refusing to rely on, who built it up by giving him a hearty and unfaltering support in the
field and at the polls. The President for the most part gravitated to men of vulgar tastes and low aspirations.
Himself pure in thought and deed, he nevertheless liked to talk horse, and horsey men were among his chosen
companions. Nor was he, apart from soldiers, a good judge of men. His association during the first year of his
administration with Gould and Fisk, his delegation of important powers to Babcock in the San Domingo
business were a shock to all those who wished to see dignity in official life. He made wretched appointments in
the diplomatic service and on the whole his other selections were a disappointment, in many of which he was
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