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THE PAROL EVIDENCE RULE1 Few things are darker than this, or
fuller of subtle difficulties. The admissibility, says a well-known
writer, of extrinsic parol testimony to affect written instruments
is, perhaps, the most difficult branch of the law of evidence. 2
The chief reason is that most of the questions brought under this
head are out of place; there is a grouping together of a mass of
incongruous matter, and then it is looked at in a wrong focus.
Because the rules intimated by this title deal with writings, i. e. ,
with things which in their nature are evidence of what they
record, it is assumed that they belong to the law of evidence. But
in truth most of the matters with which they are concerned have
no special place in the law of evidence; and the way out of
these...
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