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- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,3, University of Freiburg, course: HS Morphology, 20 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, comment: Using many examples and counterexamples from a variety of languages, I show
in how far Greenberg's generalization that derivation never follows inflection is valid. Professor's comment:
'Ausgezeichnet! Sie geben eine sehr fundierte Diskussion über Greenberg's Universal, setzen einen
angemessenen Rahmen und diskutieren die möglichen Gegenbeispiele beispielhaI. Gute Literaturauswahl.
Insgesamt sehr gut, herzlichen Glückwunsch!' , abstract: As one of its most important theories, Functional
Typology (FT) is a highly empirical approach to all fields of linguistics. Joseph Greenberg of Stanford University,
the classic representative of FT, wrote Language Universals, the seminal work that constituted FT, in 19661. FT is
called typology because it classifies languages into types according to their features as opposed to generic
classifications that group languages according to their language families. It is called functional because it
searches for universal tendencies in languages based on the assumption that these tendencies are brought
about by the need to fulfill certain functions in communication. FT is thereby the counter approach to
Generative Grammar (Functionalism), which assumes that there is a Universal Grammar every human is born
with. As a result of trying to find universal categories of linguistic behavior, functional typologists try to extract
valid principles by synchronic empirical testing and generalizations. They call these extracted principles
universals. One of these universals is Universal 28: Universal 28: If both the derivation and inflection follow the
root, or they both precede the root, the derivation is always between the root and the inflection. According to
this...
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