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St. Ignatius, that this power was lodged with the Bishops of the Church. To them was intrusted separation from
or admission to the Christian Communion; they kept the roll of the faithful, and could diminish or augment it.
Thus we read of Marcion, as ejected from the Churchs Communion by his father, the Bishop of Sinope, and
other instances could be produced in early time were their accumulation needful. This rule of the Bishops is
called by St. Cyprian the sublime and divine power of governing the Church, and their right of ejecting men
from its Communion he calls, that spiritual sword, whereby they slay the proud and contumacious. f The same
principle appears in all the writings of that age. The Council of Laodicea calls their authority an Empire, and the
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