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illustrated. 1880 Excerpt: . . . the light of a confidential communication), that my inclinations will dispose and
decide me to remain as I am, unless a clear and insurmountable conviction should be impressed on my mind,
that some very disagreeable consequences must in all human probability result from the indulgence of my
wishes. It would be diEicult to conceive a nobler personal character, than this confidential letter of Washington
to an intimate friend discloses. His utter abandonment of selfish considerations, as aEecting him personally or
relatively; and his calm iearless resolve and readiness to surrender to the call of recognized duty, without
regard to cost or consequence, present a picture of manhood to a carping world, which the annals of human
nature cannot surpass, perhaps cannot equal. Well would it be for the young Americanism of the present day,
to pause and ponder, rather than criticize the speaking canvas! AHer the popular election for President of the
United States had taken place, but before the result was definitely known, the election of Washington was so
apparent, that many applications were, even at that time, made to him, for preferment and oEice. To one of
these applicants he, thus strikingly, wrote: --Should it become absolutely necessary for me to occupy the station
in which your letter pre-supposes me, I have determined to go into it perfectly free from all engagements of
every nature whatsoever. A conduct in conformity to this resolution, would enable me, in balancing the various
pretensions of different...
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